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The diazonium salt derived from 4-aminobenzoic acid, 4-aminophenol or 2-aminophenol reacted with
half equivalent of pyrrole to afford symmetrical 2,5-bisazopyrroles. They reacted subsequently with
boron trifluoride in the presence of triethylamine to afford the corresponding BF,-azopyrrole complexes
D1, D2 and D3 respectively. They were soluble and stable in nonprotic solvents such as chloroform,
dichloromethane and tetrahydrofuran but unstable in protic solvents such as ethanol. Their absorption
spectra were broad with optical band gap of 1.49-1.70eV. Among these dyes D2 displayed the broader
absorption spectrum with low band gap Egpt of 1.49 eV. We have utilized these complexes as photosen-
sitizers for quasi solid state dye-sensitized solar cells (DSSCs) and achieved power conversion efficiency
in the range of 4.0-6.0%. We have also found that the co-adsorption of citric acid hindered the forma-
tion of dye aggregates and might improve the electron injection efficiency leading to an enhancement
in short circuit photocurrent. This work suggests that metal-free dyes based on BF,-azopyrrole complex
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are promising candidates for improvement of the DSSC performance.
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1. Introduction

Dye-sensitized solar cells (DSSCs) based on dye sensitiz-
ers adsorbed on nanocrystalline TiO, electrodes have received
considerable attention because of their high incident solar light-to-
electricity conversion efficiency, colourful and decorative natures
and low cost of production [1], since O’'Regan and Grdtzel reported
good solar cell performances for DSSCs based on a Ru complex
dye in 1991 [2]. Along with Ru-sensitizers, metal-free organic dyes
have recently been stimulating intensive research efforts because
of their advantages as photosensitizers for DSSCs: (1) they can be
prepared and purified easily at low cost, (2) they have higher molar
absorption coefficients than the Ru complexes, which indicates that
they have efficient light-harvesting capabilities over the wide spec-
tral region of sunlight, (3) the wide variety of the structures and
their facile modification provides potential for molecular design,
with the introduction of substituents onto the chromophore skele-
tons allowing easier control not only of their photophysical and
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electrochemical properties but also of their stereochemical struc-
tures as well, and finally (4) there are no concerns about resource
limitations, because organic dyes do not contain rare metals such as
ruthenium and platinum. Many organic dyes exhibiting relatively
high DSSC performances have so far been designed and developed
[1]. They include dyes derived from coumarin, polyene, hemicya-
nine, thiophene, indoline, heteropolycyclic, xanthene, perylene,
porphyrin, merocyanine, catechol, squaraine, cyanine and phthalo-
cyanine. Under standard air mass (AM) 1.5 simulated sunlight
(100 mW cm~2), the DSSC based on indoline dye D205 has shown
a power conversion efficiency (PCE) of up to 9.5%, with a short
circuit photocurrent density (Jsc) of 18.7 mA cm~2, an open circuit
photovoltage (Vo) of 710 mV and a fill factor (FF) of 0.71. The inci-
dent photon to current conversion efficiency (IPCE) in the visible
is over 80%. The performances of organic dye-based DSSCs remain
inferior to those of DSSCs based on the Ru complexes, however,
because of some disadvantages that they exhibit as photosensi-
tizers: (1) they have relatively narrow absorption bands in the
visible, which cause poorer light-harvesting in sunlight, (2) they
are liable to enter into mw-stacked aggregation on the TiO, surface,
which leads to reductions in the yields of electron injection from the
dyes to the conduction band (CB) of TiO,, owing to intermolecular
energy transfer, and (3) the stabilities of organic dyes are gener-
ally lower than those of Ru complexes, which may be attributable
to the formation of unstable radicals under strong light irradiation
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[1]. Therefore, to overcome the above disadvantages as photosen-
sitizers for DSSCs, it is necessary to design and synthesize new and
efficient organic photosensitizers with effective chromophores and
substituents for the performance of DSSCs, to be made possible by
exquisite molecular designs and synthetic strategies developed by
organic chemists.

One of the limiting parameters in plastic solar cells is the
mismatch of their absorption to the terrestrial solar spectrum.
The use of low band gap materials (Eg<1.8eV) is a viable route
to enhance the number of photons absorbed. To construct poly-
mers consisting of alternating electron-rich and electron-deficient
aromatic units is the most successful strategy to lower the
optical band gap of the conjugated polymers [3]. Various electron-
deficient units, e.g., electron-deficient heterocycles [4,5], perylene
diimides [6], cyanovinylenes [7], and several electron-rich units,
e.g., thiophene, pyrrole, fluorene and carbazole, have been used
to construct low band gap materials. Diketopyrrolopyrrole (DPP)
derivatives, with the pyrrolo[3,4-c]pyrrole-1,4-dione unit as the
underlying chromophore system, have been extensively studied
for bulk heterojunction (BHJ) solar cells [8-10]. On the other
hand, dithieno[3,2-b:2’,3’-d]pyrrole (DTP) has good planarity and
stronger electron-donating ability of nitrogen atoms, properties
that may lead to the development of a low band gap polymer when
it is copolymerized with an acceptor such as dithienylbenzothiadi-
azole. Several publications have reported its use for BH] solar cells
[11,12].

Azo compounds belong to one of the most intensively studied
groups for non-linear optics (NLO) [13-15], optical information
storage [16], and optical switching [17]. Besides their classical
applications in synthetic dyes and pigments, they find increasing
accessibility in photoresponsive biomaterials and supramolecular
systems. They combine their optical and electronic properties with
good chemical stability and solution processability [18,19], which
makes them interesting for applications. Thiaxole-containing azo
compounds were synthesized and their photovoltaic (PV) proper-
ties investigated using a sandwich cell with Al and Ag electrodes
[20].

Very recently, a series of symmetrical 2,5-bisazopyrroles were
synthesized by a one-step reaction of substituted phenyl diazonium
salts with pyrrole under basic conditions [21]. The reaction of 2,5-
bis(4-dimethylaminophenylazo)-pyrrole with boron trifluoride
provided a BF,-azopyrrole complex with near-infrared absorp-
tion spectrum. Based on this investigation we synthesized three
new bisazopyrrole dyes and the corresponding BF,-azopyrrole
complexes. These symmetrical dyes contain carboxy or hydroxy
anchoring groups at both sides of their molecules. They were con-
veniently synthesized by a two-step reaction sequence starting
from widely available and inexpensive starting materials. Bisazopy-
rroles exhibit broad absorption spectra which are further shifted
bathochromically by complexation with BF3 [21].

So far there are few reports on DSSCs with pyrrole as sensitiz-
ers [22]. Therefore, we have synthesized the pyrrole-based dyes
and evaluate their potential as sensitizer for DSSCs. A series of
azopyrrole-based dyes have been synthesized and DSSCs using
these materials as sensitizer have been discussed in detail.

2. Experimental
2.1. Characterization methods

IR spectra were recorded on a Perkin-Elmer 16PC FT-IR spec-
trometer with KBr pellets. '"H NMR (400 MHz) spectra were
obtained using a Brucker spectrometer. Chemical shifts (6 values)
are given in parts per million with tetramethylsilane as an inter-
nal standard. UV-vis spectra were recorded on a Beckman DU-640

spectrometer with spectrograde THF. Elemental analyses were car-
ried out with a Carlo Erba model EA1108 analyzer.

2.2. Reagents and solvents

Tetrahydrofuran (THF) was dried by distillation over CaH,. Tri-
ethylamine was purified by distillation over KOH. 4-Aminobenzoic
acid was recrystallized from water. 4-Aminophenol was purified
by sublimation at 110°C/0.3 mm. 2-Aminophenol was purified by
dissolution in hot water, decolourized with activated charcoal, fil-
tered and cooled to induce crystallization. All other reagents and
solvents were commercially purchased and were used as sup-
plied.

2.3. Synthesis of bisazopyrroles

2.3.1. 2,5-Bis(4-carboxyphenylazo)-1H-pyrrole (2a)

A flask was charged with a suspension of 4-aminobenzoic acid
(1.10g, 8.00 mmol) in water (10 mL). Hydrochloric acid (2 mL) was
added to the suspension until the mixture was homogenous. The
solution was cooled and kept at 0-5°Cin an ice bath and diazotized
by addition of a solution of NaNO, (0.56g, 8.11 mmol) in water
(5mL) followed by stirring for 0.5h at 0-5°C. The solution of 4-
carboxyphynyl diazonium salt (1a) thus prepared was immediately
used for the next coupling reaction.

The solution of 4-carboxyphynyl diazonium salt (1a) was slowly
added to a solution of pyrrole (0.27 g, 4.02 mmol) and pyridine
(2mL) in methanol (30 mL) at 0-5°C. The resulting mixture was
stirred for 10 h and then concentrated under reduced pressure. The
precipitate was filtered, washed with water and dried to afford 2a.
It was purified by column chromatography, eluting with a mixture
of dichloromethane and hexane (1:1). Yield 80% (1.16 g).

FT-IR (KBr, cm~1): 3404 (N-H stretching); 2994 (O-H stretch-
ing); 1686 (carbonyl); 1600, 1420 (aromatic); 1164, 770 (pyrrole
ring).

TH NMR (CDCl3) ppm: 12.10 (Br, 2H, carboxyl); 9.80 (s, 1H, NH
of pyrrole); 8.13 (m, 4H, aromatic ortho to carboxyl); 7.80 (m, 4H,
aromatic ortho to azo); 6.85 (s, 2H, aromatic of pyrrole).

Anal. Calcd. for C;gH13N504: C, 59.50; H, 3.61; N, 19.28. Found:
C, 58.96; H, 3.47; N, 19.14.

2.3.2. 2,5-Bis(4-hydroxyphenylazo)-1H-pyrrole (2b)

Starting from 4-aminophenol compound 2b was similarly syn-
thesized in 75% yield.

FT-IR (KBr, cm~1): 3407 (N-H stretching); 3120 (O-H stretch-
ing); 1216,1174 (C-OH stretching); 1356, 1330 (O-H deformation);
1598, 1500, 1438 (aromatic); 1154, 746 (pyrrole ring).

TH NMR (CDCl3) ppm: 9.78 (s, 1H, NH of pyrrole); 7.70 (m, 4H,
aromatic ortho to azo); 6.84 (m, 4H, aromatic ortho to hydroxyl,
and 2H, aromatic of pyrrole); 5.35 (s, 2H, hydroxyl).

Anal. Calcd. for C;gH13N505: C, 62.53; H, 4.26; N, 22.79. Found:
C,62.15; H,4.37; N, 22.48.

2.3.3. 2,5-Bis(2-hydroxyphenylazo)-1H-pyrrole (2c)

Starting from 2-aminophenol compound 2c¢ was similarly syn-
thesized in 73% yield.

FT-IR (KBr, cm~1): 3410 (N-H stretching); 3114 (O-H stretch-
ing); 1222,1196 (C-OH stretching); 1382, 1342 (O-H deformation);
1586, 1508, 1448 (aromatic); 1158, 750 (pyrrole ring).

TH NMR (CDCl3) ppm: 9.79 (s, 1H, NH of pyrrole); 7.80 (d, 2H,
aromatic ortho to azo); 7.24 (m, 2H, aromatic meta to hydroxyl);
6.93 (m, 2H, aromatic para to hydroxyl); 6.85 (m, 2H, aromatic ortho
to hydroxyl, and 2H, aromatic of pyrrole); 5.37 (s, 2H, hydroxyl).

Anal. Calcd. for C;gH13N505: C, 62.53; H, 4.26; N, 22.79. Found:
C,61.96; H, 4.13; N, 22.12.
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2.4. Synthesis of BF,-azopyrrole complexes

2.4.1. 2,5-Bis(4-carboxyphenylazo )pyrrole-1-boron difluoride
(D1)

To a solution of 2a (0.20 g) and triethylamine (2 mL) in dry chlo-
roform (20 mL) was slowly added boron trifluoride diethyl etherate
(1 mL) under N,. The resulting solution was refluxed for 2h and
then evaporated to dryness. The residue was triturated with ether,
filtered and dried to afford the triethylammonium salt of D1 as a
dark purple product (0.26 g, 76%).

FT-IR (film on NaCl cell, cm~1!): 2988 (C-H stretching of
triethylamine); 1692 (carbonyl); 1602, 1470 (aromatic); 1062
(BFy-azopyrrole complex).

TH NMR (CDCl3) ppm: 8.12 (m, 4H, aromatic ortho to carboxyl);
7.88 (m, 4H, aromatic ortho to azo); 6.94 (s, 2H, aromatic of pyrrole);
2.62 (m, 12 H, NCH,CH3); 1.33 (t, 18H, NCH,CHj3). The carboxylic
proton was unobserved.

Anal. Calcd. for C3pH42BF;N704: C, 58.73; H, 6.90; N, 15.98.
Found: C, 57.93; H, 6.74; N, 16.10.

2.4.2. 2,5-Bis(4-hydroxyphenylazo )pyrrole-1-boron difluoride
(D2)

Starting from 2b compound D2 was similarly synthesized in 81%
yield.

FT-IR (film on NaCl cell, cm~1): 3174 (O-H stretching); 1180
(C-OH stretching); 1394 (O-H deformation); 1609, 1502, 1426
(aromatic); 1066 (BF;-azopyrrole complex).

TH NMR (CDCl3) ppm: 7.90 (m, 4H, aromatic ortho to azo);
6.94-6.84 (m, 4H, aromatic ortho to hydroxyl, and 2H, aromatic
of pyrrole); 5.34 (s, 2H, hydroxyl).

Anal. Calcd. for C1gH132BF2N505: C, 54.12; H, 3.41; N, 19.72.
Found: C, 53.79; H, 3.56; N, 19.48.

2.4.3. 2,5-Bis(2-hydroxyphenylazo)pyrrole-1-boron difluoride
(D3)

Starting from 2¢ compound D3 was similarly synthesized in 78%
yield.

FT-IR (film on NaCl cell, cm~1): 3156 (O-H stretching); 1180
(C-OH stretching); 1396 (O-H deformation); 1606, 1484, 1470
(aromatic); 1074 (BF;—azopyrrole complex).

TH NMR (CDCl3) ppm: 7.85 (d, 2H, aromatic ortho to azo); 7.26
(m, 2H, aromatic meta to hydroxyl); 6.92 (m, 2H, aromatic para
to hydroxyl); 6.85 (m, 2H, aromatic ortho to hydroxyl, and 2H,
aromatic of pyrrole); 5.35 (s, 2H, hydroxyl).

Anal. Calcd. for CigH12BF,N505: C, 54.12; H, 3.41; N, 19.72.
Found: C, 53.86; H, 3.28; N, 19.54.

2.5. Electrochemical measurements

The cyclic voltammetry measurements were performed on an
Autolab Potentiostat PGSTAT-10 in acetonitrile solution (0.1 M) of
4-tert-butylpyridine (TBP) at a potential sweep 0f 0.05 Vs~! atroom
temperature. A glassy carbon electrode coated with a thin film of
the pyrrole dye was used as working electrode. Pt and Ag wires were
used as working electrode and reference electrode, respectively.
The electrochemical potential was calibrated against Ag/AgCl.

2.6. Assembly and characterization of DSSCs

The average size of commercial P25 TiO, particle is about 25 nm
and has a mix crystal structure which consists of 30% rutile and 70%
anatase. The paste of TiO, was prepared as follows: 12 g TiO, power
was ground in a porcelain mortar with 4 mL ethanol containing
0.4mL accetylacetone to prevent re-aggregation of the particles,
and then it was diluted by slow addition of water under con-
tinuous grinding. Finally, a detergent (0.2 mL Triton X-100) was

added and a viscous paste of TiO, nanoparticles was obtained. The
FTO (fluorine doped SnO,) glass, sheet resistance 10-15Qsq~1,
transmission >90% in visible light) was first cleaned in a deter-
gent solution using an ultrasonic bath for 15 min, and then rinsed
with water and ethanol. The washed FTO glass was immerged in
40 mL aqueous TiCl4 solution at 70°C for 30 min and then washed
with water and ethanol. The prepared TiO, paste was deposited on
the TiCl4 treated FTO glass substrate by the doctor blade method,
i.e. spreading the paste by sliding a glass rod on the side of FTO
glass. The TiO,-coated FTO glass was sintered at 450 °C for 30 min
in air atmosphere. This post-treatment results in enhancement in
PCE of DSSCs due to the improved inter-particle bridge in the TiO,
film [23,24]. After the film was cooled to 60 °C, it was immersed in
5x 10~4M dye solution in THF and maintained under dark con-
ditions for overnight. Quasi solid state polymer electrolyte was
prepared by adding 0.083 g of P25 TiO, powder, 0.1 g of Lil, 0.019 g
of I, and 0.264 g of PEO, 1:1 accetone/propylene carbonate solu-
tion. Finally, the electrolyte was spin coated over the dye-sensitized
TiO, electrode. To prepare the platinum counter electrode, H,PtClg
solution in iso-propanol (2 mgmL-1) was deposited onto the FTO
glass substrates and then was sintered at 400°C for 30 min. The
DSSCs were fabricated by sandwiching the electrolyte between the
dye-sensitized photoanode and the counter electrode and assembly
was held together using mini-binder clips.

2.7. Photovoltaic measurements

The current-voltage (J-V) characteristics in dark and under illu-
mination were obtained by a Keithley electrometer with built in
power supply. A 100W halogen lamp was used as light source and
the intensity of the light is about 100 mW cm~2 measured with
the lux meter equipped with silicon detector. The electrochem-
ical impedance spectra (EIS) measurements were carried out by
applying bias of the open circuit voltage (Voc) and recorded over a
frequency range of 1 mHz-10° Hz with ac amplitude of 10 mV. The
above measurements were recorded with an Autolab Potentiostat
PGSTAT-10 equipped with frequency response analyzer (FRA).

3. Results and discussion
3.1. Synthesis and characterization

Scheme 1 outlines the synthesis of the three bisazopyrrole
dyes and the corresponding BF,-azopyrrole complexes. Specif-
ically, 4-aminobenzoic acid, 4-aminophenol or 2-aminophenol
reacted with sodium nitrite/aqueous HCl at temperature 0-5°C
to afford the substituted phenyldiazonium salts 1a, 1b and 1c.
The latter reacted subsequently with half equivalent of pyrrole
in methanol neutralized with pyridine to give the symmetrical
bisazopyrroles 2a, 2b and 2c. Finally, they reacted with boron
trifluoride etherate in the presence of triethylamine to form the
corresponding BF,-azopyrrole complexes D1, D2 and D3 [21].
These complexes were soluble and stable in nonprotic solvents like
THF, dichloromethane, chloroform, acetonitrile etc., but unstable in
protic solvents like ethanol [21]. D1 was obtained as triethylammo-
nium salt.

The complexation of bisazopyrroles with boron trifluoride
aimed to shift bathochromically their absorption spectrum. Appar-
ently, this results from significant m-electron delocalization in
the planar structure dominated by complexation of the electron-
withdrawing BF, group [21]. During the complexation the colour
of the reaction solution changed from red to dark purple. Clear evi-
dence for the complexation was obtained from the FT-IR spectra
of D1, D2 and D3. They, as compared to the corresponding par-
ent bisazopyrroles, showed a new intense absorption band around
1070 cm! assigned to the BF,—-azopyrrole complex.
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Scheme 1. Synthesis of bisazopyrroles and BF,-azopyrrole complexes.

3.2. Photophysical and electrochemical properties
Fig. 1 presents the UV-vis absorption spectra of D1, D2 and

D3 in dilute (10~> M) THF solution and thin film. Their photo-
physical characteristics are summarized in Table 1. The absorption
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Fig. 1. UV-vis spectra of D1, D2 and D3 in THF solution (top) and thin film (bottom).

spectra of these BF,-azopyrrole complexes showed a broad absorp-
tion band covering the visible and near-infrared region. For the
dye films the absorption bands were broader than their solutions,
which can be attributed to the inter-chain interactions in solid
state. The absorption maxima (A, max) of the dyes are located at
the range of 328-586 nm (Table 1). The short-wavelength max-
ima (Aqmax <400nm) correspond to the w-m* absorption of the
molecules, while the long-wavelength maxima (Aqmax >400nm)
could be assigned to the intramolecular charge transfer transition
between the BF,—azopyrrole central unit and the terminal carboxy-
or hydroxy-substituted phenyls. The near-infrared absorption
of the BF,-azopyrrole complexes is dominated by m-resonance
effects, which was achieved by extending conjuration around N=N
bond and forming rigid azo configuration. Thus the reaction of
bisazopyrroles 2a, 2b and 2¢ with BF3 Et, 0 that results in their com-
plexation provides an effective and simple method to synthesize
such dyes by enhancing m-electron delocalization.

Upon comparing the absorption spectra of the complexes, D2
showed the broader spectrum which was extended up to ~850 nm
both in solution and thin film. Specifically, D2 displayed a shoul-
der around 750 nm which widen its absorption band. The thin
film absorption onset of D1, D2 and D3 was found to be at 732,
835 and 805 nm which corresponds to an optical band gap (Eom)
of 1.70, 1.49 and 1.54 eV respectively (Table 1). An alternatmg
phenylenevinylene copolymer with 2,5-bisazopyrrole segments
along the backbone was synthesized in our laboratory very recently

Table 1

Optical and electrochemical properties of dyes D1, D2 and D3.
Sample D1 D2 D3
Aamax? in solution (nm) 439, 551 381, 586 328,491
Aamax? in thin film (nm) 468 489, 581 518
Thin film absorption onset (nm) 732 835 805
EgP'®(eV) 1.70 1.49 1.54
HOMO (V/ vs NHE) 0.76 0.80 0.86
LUMO(V/vs NHE) -0.98 -0.74 -0.72
E§‘ (eV)© 1.74 1.54 1.58

@ Aamax: the absorption maxima from the UV-vis spectra in THF solution or in thin
film.

b Eg‘“: optical band gap determined from the absorption onset in thin film.

¢ Eg‘: Electrochemical band gap determined from cyclic voltammetry.
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Fig. 2. UV-vis spectra of D1 and 2a in THF solution.

[25]. The BF,-azopyrrole complex of this copolymer exhibited Egpt

value of 1.63 eV.

Fig. 2 presents the UV-vis absorption spectra in THF solution
of dye D1 and the intermediate 2,5-bisazopyrrole 2a for compari-
son. As it can be seen from this figure, the curve of D1 was broader
than that of the 2a. In particular, D1 displayed a shoulder approxi-
mately at 550 nm which broadened the absorption curve. Thus, the
absorption onset was located at 640 nm for D1 and 535 nm for 2a.
This supports the superiority of D1 against 2a with respect their
absorption and consequently their photovoltaic properties. Dyes
D2 and D3 were similarly superior to 2b and 2c, respectively.

The normalized absorption spectra of the pyrrole dyes adsorbed
onto the TiO, films were shown in Fig. 3. Compared with the absorp-
tion spectrum in solution, the absorption spectrum of the dyes
attached to TiO, film were broaden significantly and nearly a 50 nm
redshifted of the maxima absorption peak was observed, which can
be attributed to the formation of a J-type aggregate. Similar J-type
aggregation has been reported using deketopyrrole dyes [26]. It is
clearly seen that the absorption spectra of all dyes adsorbed on TiO,
films were broadened in comparison with those in solution due to
the interaction of anchoring group with the surface of titanium ions
[27]. The redshift in the absorption spectra of dye absorbed TiO,
film is attributed to the increased delocalization of the 7 orbital of
dye caused by the interaction between the anchoring group present
in the dye and the Ti** ions, which directly decreases the energy of
the m* level. The amounts of the adsorbed dye on the TiO; films
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Fig. 3. Absorption spectra of D1, D2 and D3 pyrrole dyes adsorbed on TiO; films.
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Fig. 4. IPCE action spectra of the DSSCs with D1, D2 and D3 as photosensitizers.

were estimated by desorbing the dye in basic solution. The surface
concentration was determined to be 2.04 x 107, 2.67 x 10~7 and
3.14 x 10-7 mol cm~2, for D3, D2 and D1 dyes, respectively.

The position of the HOMO and LUMO of the organic material
used for sensitizer in DSSCs also affects their PV performance. To
investigate the possibilities of the electron transfer from the excited
state (LUMO) of the dye molecules, into the conduction band of the
TiO, nanocrystalline film and the dye regeneration, the oxidation
and reduction potentials were measured via cyclic voltammetry
(CV) measurements. The HOMO and LUMO energy levels of the dyes
are estimated from the onset oxidation and reduction potential
observed in the CV using the following expression:

Erumo = _(E?endset +4.70)eV
Evomo = —(Eg;lset +4.70)eV

The electrochemical parameters of the three pyrrole dyes are
summarized in Table 1. It can be seen from this table that the posi-
tions of the oxidation potential and reduction potential of all three
dyes agreed well with the requirement for an efficient sensitizer.
On one hand, the oxidation potentials of all three dyes are more
positive than the iodine redox potential (0.42 V) [28]. An oxidation
potential higher than that of redox potential of iodine couple is
necessary to reduce the backward electron transfer to electrolyte
solution in DSSCs. Moreover, the oxidation potential (HOMO level)
of the sensitizer dyes is more positive than the iodine/iodide redox
potential, which indicates that there is enough driving force for the
efficient dye regeneration through the recapture injected electrons
from I~ by the dye cation radical. On the other hand, the reduction
potential for all dyes is more negative than the equivalent poten-
tial for TiO, conduction band (—0.5V vs NHE). It can be seen from
Table 1 that the energy gap between the onset reduction potential
(LUMO) and the equivalent potential for TiO, conduction band is
in the range 0.2-0.45V. This difference is higher than 0.2V, which
is necessary for the efficient electron injection from the LUMO of
the sensitizer into the conduction band of TiO, [29]. As shown in
Table 1, the HOMO value of D2 and D3 are significantly higher than
that for D1, which could be ascribed to the better electron transfer
character of the hydroxyl phenylazo units.

3.3. Photovoltaic performance of DSSCs

Fig. 4 shows the photoaction spectra of incident photon to
current conversion efficiency (IPCE) for DSSCs based on different
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Fig. 5. Current-voltage characteristics under illumination for DSSCs based on D1,
D2 and D3 pyrrole dyes.

pyrrole dyes. The IPCE spectra of the DSSCs are consistent with
the absorption spectra of the respective dye adsorbed on the TiO,
film. The IPCE for DSSC based on D1 sensitizer exhibits an elevated
efficiency of higher than 55% in the range of 450-550 nm with max-
imum value of 75% around 520 nm. On the other hand, the IPCE
value of DSSCs based on D2 and D3 is low in this particular range,
suggesting poor electron injection efficiency from the LUMO of the
D2 and D2 into the conduction band of TiO,. The maximum IPCE
value of DSSCs based on D2 and D3 is lower than that for DSSCs
based on D1, in the lower wavelength region, while in the longer
wavelength region the DSSCs based on D2 and D3 show higher IPCE.
Here we would like to mention that due to the extending conjuga-
tion around N=N bond and formation of rigid azo configuration, the
IPCE spectra of the DSSCs based on D2 and D2 extended, even to
near-infrared region (>800 nm).

The PV performance of DSSCs was measured at 100 mW cm—2
without using solar simulator (Fig. 5) and the PV parameters are
summarized in Table 2. The low PCE of the DSSCs based on the D2
and D3 as compared to D1 is due to their lower extinction coeffi-
cient (when measured on adsorbed on TiO, film), photocurrent and
IPCE values in lower wavelength region. As the reduction potential
(LUMO level) of D1 is —0.98V vs NHE (Table 1), is more negative
than that of D2 (—0.74 Vvs NHE)and D3 (0.72 V vs NHE), it indicates
that the driving force for the injection of electrons from excited
state of D1 is higher than that for D2 and D3. Therefore, the elec-
tron injection efficiency for the DSSCs based on D1 is higher than
that for D2- and D3-based DSSCs, and results an enhancement in the
IPCE values and PCE in former case. Since the D1 has COOH group
for the anchoring the TiO; surface and D2 and D2 have OH group as
anchoring group, the D1 is more attached to TiO, surface as com-
pared to D2 and D3. Evidence for this can also be obtained from the

Table 2
Photovoltaic parameters of DSSCs based on different pyrrole dyes as sensitizers.

1

=o=Without citric acid
=O=with cltric acid
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o
o
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Fig. 6. Absorption spectra of the D1 dye-sensitized TiO; film with and without citric
acid coadsorbent.

absorption spectra of the dyes on TiO,. In particular, the absorp-
tion coefficient of D1 on TiO, film is higher than that for D2 and
D3 (Fig. 3). The higher amount of dye loading increases the light-
harvesting property of the photoelectrode also which is attributed
to the higher short circuit photocurrent and IPCE.

The sensitizer performances are strongly affected by some key
factors which govern the efficiency of the electron injection into
TiO, conduction band [30], such as excited state redox potential, the
unidirectional electron flow from the donor moiety to the anchor-
ing acceptor group, enhanced by the conjugation across the linker,
and the electron coupling between LUMO of sensitizer and conduc-
tion band of TiO,. Moreover, other factors that play a prominent role
indetermining the PCE are the charge recombination of the injected
electron with the dye or oxidized electrolyte and the formation of
dye aggregation on the TiO, surface [31]. Therefore, research strate-
gies used to increase the PCE of DSSCs have also been focused on
the use of coadsorbents [32]. Regarding this strategy, several kinds
of additives such as deoxycholic acid [33], hexadecylimalonic acid
[34], guanidinium thiocyanante [35] and tert-butylpyridine [36]
have been added to DSSCs in order to improve the Jsc or the Vi
or both of the solar cells. We have used critic acid as coadsorbent
and its effect on the PV performance of the DSSCs based on D1 dye
as sensitizer.

Citric acid is a tri-protic weak organic acid with three carboxylic
groups on its molecular structure. The presence of these carboxylic
groups ensures anchoring of this acid onto the TiO, surface, and it
can act as a buffer on the surface of the semiconductor nanoparti-
cles. The UV-vis absorption spectra of the D1 dye-sensitized TiO,
film were measured (Fig. 6). The film was immersed into a solution
of D1 dye containing 1.5 mM of citric acid. As can be seen from this
figure, when TiO, film was immersed into the D1 solution contain-
ing citric acid, the dye adsorption was reduced. The decrease in the
dye adsorption indicates that citric acid competes for the TiO, sur-
face sites with the dye molecules. Strong interaction between the
adsorbed dye molecules and the oxide molecules in the TiO, leads
to aggregate formation and consequently, broadening of absorp-

Dye Short circuit current (Jsc) (mA cm—2) Open circuit voltage (Vo) (V) Fill factor (FF) Power conversion efficiency (1) (%)
D1 11.85 0.68 0.64 5.15
D1 with coadsorbent 12.50 0.71 0.67 5.96
D2 9.75 0.63 0.58 3.56
D2 with coadsorbent 10.48 0.67 0.60 4.21
D3 9.2 0.61 0.54 3.03
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tion spectrum, which was observed during the dye absorption. This
can be related to the dye-TiO, interactions, dye-dye interaction, or
both, but the co-adsorption of citric acid diminished these interac-
tions on the TiO, surface [37]. The absorption peak showed smaller
red shifts when the dye co-adsorbed with citric acid compared with
the spectrum of only dye adsorbed on to the TiO, film. This indi-
cates that the aggregation of dye molecules on the TiO, has been
retarded by the co-adsorption of citric acid with dye.

The J-V characteristics for the DSSCs with coadsorbent are
shown in Fig. 7 and the PV parameters are summarized in Table 2.
It is interesting to note that the citric acid co-adsorption increases
both Ve and Js, resulting in the overall PCE of the DSSCs. The
amount of dye loading is reduced by the addition of coadsorbent
which indicates that the amount of dye is replaced by the coadsor-
bent on the TiO, surface. Even though the decrease in the amount
of the dye loading, the Jsc has been improved for the DSSCs based
on coadsorbent, indicating that reduction in light-harvesting by the
dye due to the surface dilution with coadsorbent has been compen-
sated by the higher electron collection efficiency due to the slower
recombination rate and/or enhanced electron transport across the
nanocrystalline TiO, film [38].

The coadsorbent suppresses the aggregation of the dye on the
surface of the TiO,, resulting in an improvement in the PCE of the
DSSCs. This can be explained from the electrochemical impedance
spectroscopy (EIS) of the DSSCs. EIS has proven to be a useful tech-
nique for the characteristics of electronic and ionic processes in
DSSCs [39]. Generally, three characteristics peaks can be obtained
from the EIS spectra (Bode phase plot), when the EIS spectra of
DSSCs is measured under open circuit conditions. The low fre-
quency peak (in mHz range) is attributed mainly to the Nernst
diffusion of I3~ within the electrolyte. The middle frequency peak
(in the 1-100Hz range) is related to the transport process of the

4
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Fig.7. Influence of co-adsorption of citric acid on the current-voltage characteristics
of DSSCs based on D1 and D2 under illumination.

injected electrons within the TiO, porous films and the charge
transfer process of the injected electrons at the interface between
TiO, and electrolyte/dye coating. The high frequency peak (in the
KHz range) is ascribed to the charge transport process at the inter-
face between the redox couple and the platinum counter electrode.
Fig. 8 shows the Bode phase plots of EIS spectra of the DSSCs made
with TiO, electrodes dipped in dyes D1 and D2 with and with-
out citric acid coadsorbent. The identical frequency peaks for both
with and without coadsorbent in high frequency region indicates
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Fig. 8. Electrochemical impedance spectra (Bode plots) for DSSCs sensitized by D1 and D2 dyes with and without citric acid.
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that the coadsorbent does not have any impact of the charge trans-
fer at the Pt counter electrode/electrolyte interface. However, the
middle frequency peak shifts to a smaller value with the addition
of coadsorbent, indicating that the coadsorbent added to the dye
solution influences the charge transfer process of the injected elec-
trons from excited state of dye to conduction band of the TiO, film.
According to EIS model developed by Kern et al. [40], the life time
of the injected electrons in the TiO, film can be estimated from the
position of the frequency peak (1-100 Hz range) in the Bode phase
plots (Fig. 8) using the expression 7, =(1/27)fc, where f. is the peak
frequency of superimposed ac signal. The electron life time values
derived from the Bode phase plots (Fig. 8) of EIS data are 14.4 ms and
22 ms for the DSSCs based on D1 dye with and without coadsorbent,
respectively. However, the values electron life time for the DSSCs
based on D2 dye with and without coadsorbent are 8 ms and 13 ms,
respectively. The longer electron lifetime observed for D1 as com-
pared to D2 indicated more effective suppression of back reaction
of the injected electron with I3~ in the electrolyte (recombination)
and is also attributed to the improvements observed in the pho-
tocurrent and PCE. The further increase in the electron lifetime
of injected electrons upon the addition of citric acid as a coadsor-
bent in the dye solution also indicates the back reaction of injected
electron with the I3~ in the electrolyte has been further reduced,
resulting an increase in PCE of the DSSCs.

4. Conclusions

Three new bisazopyrroles and the corresponding BF,-
complexes were synthesised and used for DSSCs. Clear evidence
for the complexation reaction was obtained from the FT-IR spec-
tra of the dyes which showed new intense absorption around
1070cm~1,as compared to the parent bisazopyrroles. Moreover,
the complexation reaction of bisazopyrroles broadened and
red shifted their absorption bands. The Eg™ of the dyes was
1.49-1.70eV. We have fabricated quasi solid state DSSCs using
these dyes as sensitizers and found that the dye having COOH
anchoring group shows higher PCE than other dyes having OH
anchoring. This has been explained in the terms of longer electron
lifetime of the injected electrons in TiO; film, which enhance both
Jsc and V. The co-adsorption of citric acid hindered the formation
of dye aggregates and might improve the electron injection yield
and thus Jsc. The enhancement in the Vi is attributed to the
decrease of charge recombination, confirmed by the increase in
electron life time. The overall PCE for the DSSCs based on pyrrole
dye with COOH groups containing the citric acid as coadsorbent is
about 5.9%.
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